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Fellow Sisters and staff came to celebrate
Sr. June and Sr. Helene's Jubilee.

Jubilee: A Joyous Celebration of Thanksgiving

by Marie Cecilia Lefevre, SGM

Throughout the Catholic Church there are many reasons for joyous celebrations but one that particularly touches religious who have
consecrated their lives to God is the commemoration of the anniversary that marks this important step in their life. The Sisters of
Charity of Montreal, commonly known as the Grey Nuns, have chosen to have a public celebration of the 25th and 50th anniversary,
the Silver and the Golden Jubilee. The Diamond Jubilee, 60 years, Ruby Jubilee, 70 years, Jubilee of Grace, 75 years, and Jubilee of
Glory, 80 years, are celebrated privately within the local community. Of note this year are the Jubilee of Glory of Sister Emma Gosselin,
105, and the first Silver Jubilee in South America, Sister Auta Maria Da Silva.

The celebration of these anniversaries in the U.S. St. Joseph Area aroused many questions in the minds of the people among whom
the Grey Nuns live and work. A simple question becomes a lot more complicated when one searches the history of an event. With
the invaluable assistance of Francois Nadeau, archivist responsible for the archival records in Montreal, and his staff members, Sisters
Julienne Masse and Marguerite Boisvert, we are able to present this summary account of jubilee celebrations. Sister Rose Alma Lemire,
Secretary to the Congregational Administration, was also helpful.

The Congregation was founded in 1737 and 25 years later, 1762, the sisters were involved in caring for the poor under their roof, plus
caring for abandoned babies, a ministry they had just assumed. There was no thought of celebrating the first 25 years! When the
Congregation had reached its 50th year of existence in 1787, the death of their beloved Foundress, Saint Marguerite d'Youville in 1771,
had taken its toll on the bereaved members. There were increasing demands for the services of the Sisters. It is not until 1866 that
there is mention of a formal Golden Jubilee celebration for Sister Emelié Cherrier. Prior to that, the jubilee of Mother Thérése-Geneviéve
Coutlée, 2nd Superior General, in 1809 had been marked simply by a beautiful song. After 1866, the celebration of Golden Jubilees was
the custom.

Golden Jubilees in the United States date from 1897 when the Vicariate of Boston (commonly known as the Boston Province until
1936) was created. To discover the date of the first US Jubilee, Sisters Julienne and Marguerite had to resort to the local mission
Chronicles and the Annals. Their search revealed that Sister Eugénie Dionne celebrated her Golden Jubilee in 1933. Among other facts
of interest is the first celebration in St. Joseph Province of a Diamond Jubilee done with rare solemnity! “Monday, May 10, 1938. Sr.
St. André’s Diamond Jubilee ... Pontifical High Mass with His Excellency, the Most Reverend Richard J. Cushing, Archbishop of Boston,
as celebrant and the St. John's Seminary choir for the singing.” Another interesting fact is that Archbishop Cushing went to Montreal
to celebrate Mass for the Jubilarians in the Infirmary “Notre Dame de I'Espérance.” Among them were Sisters Mary Ann Fennell and
Ellen M. Coughlan whom the Archbishop singled out as the first Grey Nuns he met as a young priest. There is the record of the
Golden Jubilee in 1944 of Sister Anna (Marie-Anne) Perron, Mistress of Novices for many Grey Nuns who revere her memory. So many
interesting events are recorded in our Archives. We recall them with praise and thanksgiving to the Creator of Memory.

Every day of her life the Grey Nun celebrates the call of Jesus to follow Him! However a Jubilee is an occasion for her to invite others
to join her in giving thanks to God for this tremendous blessing. When one’s heart is overflowing with joy she spontaneously prays
“Te Deum Laudamus, O God, we praise Thee.” Likewise, the Grey Nun in times of great sorrow, remembering the example of St.
Marguerite d’Youville when the General Hospital burned to the ground, prays “Te Deum Laudamus, O God, we praise Thee.”

GENUINE LOVE OF THE POOR
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Ecology, Justice and Peace ~ The Crisis in Datfur

By Gladys Marhefka, SGM

The Grey Nuns Social Justice Committee sponsored a reflection day on April 19, 2009 focusing on the crisis in Darfur, in Africa’s Sudan
region. Karen Hirschfeld, Director of the Physicians for Human Rights (PHR), shared her experiences from a three week journey in the
Farchana Refugee Camp in Eastern Chad that she made with Sondra Crosby, MD, an internist and obstetrician-gynecologist and member of
the Boston Center for Refugees and Human Rights. The purpose of their journey was to perform research for a report sponsored by the
Physicians for Human Rights in partnership with the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative.

The civil war in Darfur, believed to be an ethnic rather than a religious war, erupted in February of 2003
when the Sudanese military and the Janjaweed, a Sudanese militia group, began attacking, burning and
looting thousands of villages. The crisis has left nearly 400,000 dead of violent injuries and has
displaced nearly 3 million people, with over 268,000 refugees in Eastern Chad. There are only three doc-
tors available to care for 20,000 refugees seeking medical care in the Farchana Refugee Camp.

With limited access to the 12 refugee camps in Eastern Chad, Karen Hirschfeld and Dr. Crosby’s team
was allowed to conduct in-depth interviews of 88 women from the Farchana Refugee Camp who were
interested in discussing their lives. They also conducted medical and psychological evaluations on a sub-

(Lto 1) Sr. Gladys Marhefka with Karen ~set of 21 individuals. The women who were interviewed spoke of systemic attacks usually in early morn-
Hirschfeld and Dr. Sondra Crosby. ing hours that consisted of murder, rape, looting, destruction and burning of their property. As refugees

in Chad, the constant threat of rape looms before them as they forage for firewood to cook their meals.
FAR LEFT: A woman returning to camp with firewood

LEFT: Dr. Sondra Crosby conducts a psychological assessment at
the Farchana Refugee Camp.

(Photographs courtesy of Dr. Lin Piwowarczyk, Physicians for
Human Rights)

During her presentation, Dr. Crosby shared the heartbreaking
stories of these refugee women who are victimized beyond rape
by being ostracized as well. The Chadian villagers see the refugees
as intruders - the Darfurian women are looked upon as black
slaves, not as human beings. There is little infrastructure and no courts or judges to insure justice. The
results of a survey given to these refugee women indicated that 90% of rapes have taken place outside the
village, 82% occurred while the women pursued daily activities, and 78% of the rapes were gang related.

The most critical issues in the camp are lack of adequate food and security. In her presentation, Dr. Crosby

quotes the refugee women who say: “Tell the world that life in the camp is not good. Tell them to bring us
back to Darfur. If they can't, they should bring us somewhere else. Wherever is better than here because the refugees are suffering...there’s
not enough food, no money.” It is a known fact that there are other women who would rather die than be in the camp.

As a result of a brutal attack on seven women on June 5, 2008, eight Darfuri women wrote a document in
Arabic which speaks of the challenges, fears, and lack of freedom faced by women refugees from Darfur.
PHR has called this document the “Farchana Manifesto.” Clearly the genocide in Darfur has been going on
far too long!

For more information on the plight of the Darfur refugees and to download the report, “Nowhere To Turn,”
a report on the refugees in the Farchana Camp, go to www.PHR.org or call Sr. Gladys Marhefka at

(781) 674-7406 for more information. Everyone is encouraged to contact President Obama and their
Legislators to ask them to do what they can to stop this genocide.

A Successful Collection: The Grey Nuns Social Justice Committee ran a collection during this past Lenten
season to benefit the St. Bonaventure Indian Mission in Thoreau, New Mexico. The amount of responses
and donations was astounding; the total collection included 23 boxes containing 817 tooth brushes, 579 (I to r) Sisters Louise Bourgeois
tubes of tooth paste, floss and face cloths. The boxes arrived safely on June 24 to the gratitude of Chris and Gladys Marhefka pack the
Halter, Director of St. Bonaventure Indian School and Mission. The Committee is most grateful to all who boxes for shipment to the
participated and donated to this worthy cause. Indian Mission.
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Associates of Saint Marguerite d’Youville

An Amazing Youvillian Gathering... fifty Associates from four branches of Grey Nuns gathered on the island
of Chateauguay, Canada, on May I-4, 2009. Associates of the Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart, The Grey Sisters of
the Immaculate Conception, The Sisters of Charity of St. Hyacinthe and our Associates of St. Marguerite d'Youville,
journeyed together throughout this inspiring weekend. Highlights of the weekend included challenging reflections
given by presenter and facilitator, Marguerite Stapleton, shared responses at each presentation, an historical
pilgrimage to Varennes and Montreal, and a shared Eucharist in the chapel of Maison Mere d’Youville on May 4,
the 50th anniversary of the beatification of St. Marguerite d’Youville. There were many opportunities to share,
socialize and pray together at excellent meals, parties and walks around the island. It was a truly memorable
experience for all who attended.

Lexington Cluster Leadership... The Lexington Cluster of the Associates of St. Marguerite d'Youville met on
Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2009, to discuss and discern their need for local cluster leadership. As a result of that meeting, Associates Kathy
Dolan and Arlene Lopez have graciously agreed to serve as the new Co-Leaders of the Lexington Cluster. They are both excited to share in this
leadership ministry which officially begins in September, and have begun planning a calendar for 2009-2010. Theresa Smith will continue as
cluster treasurer and Toni Perry will remain as cluster
secretary. The Lexington Cluster is very grateful to
both Dr. Dick Ryan and Gerry Shattuck for providing
excellent cluster leadership and guidance
from 2007 through 2009. May all six of these present
and former Associates be blessed for sharing their
leadership skills, time and talents.

Save the Date... All Associates are asked to hold
open Saturday, September 12, 2009 for the Annual
General Meeting. This celebration will be held at
Youville Place in Lexington, MA, and will have many
wonderful highlights: the first commitment of new
Associates; the renewal commitment of all active
Associates; and the Director's annual report along
with reports from each of the four clusters. More
details about this event will be available in the
coming months.

Happy and excited Associates of St. Marguerite d'Youville and Associates of the Sisters of
Charity of St. Hyacinthe gather before leaving Chateauguay for their return trip to the US.

Staying Connected

Local Jubilee Celebration... Two hundred seventy years of service as Grey Nuns was celebrated on Saturday, July 13, 2009, at Youville
Place Assisted Living Residence, Lexington, Massachusetts. At the request of the Jubilarians, who are also residents of Youville Place, Sr.
Blanche Plante, 70 years, Sr. Rowena Lucius, 70 years, Sr. Marie Lefevre, 70 years, and Sr. Helen Sikorski, 60 years, the invited guests were
the other Grey Nuns in the Area. Sr. June Ketterer, Area Coordinator, began the day in the Youville Place Chapel at 11:30 A.M. reflecting on
some of the many changes experienced in the lifetime of our Jubilarians: in the World - several wars, technology explosion, and global
concerns; in the Church - Vatican Il, Church Councils, parish restructuring; in Religious Life - called to go back to basics by Vatican I, new
congregational constitutions, large local communities to small groups and apartment living, letting go of institutional ministries to lay
leadership, and ministry changes. Sr. June reminded the group: “During that time there were many mountains to climb and many graces
received because all things are possible with God...And after taking the risk of climbing the mountains, we have expanded our vision and a
new future.” Sr. Louise Bourgeois prepared a Special Prayer Service based on the theme Mountains: Sing and Shout Your Praise to God. The
prayer included Psalms, a Gospel Reading, the Spirit Prayer of St. Marguerite, and a special prayer in honor of the Jubilarians. During the
prayer service, all the Grey Nuns stood and renewed their vows together. . .a witnessing reminder of our call and the uniqueness of our
response to God's call. Following dinner, Sr. June read a summary of each Jubilarian’s Life which gave a glimpse of the mystery of God’s love
for each one. The afternoon ended with everyone standing, extending arms, and offering a special blessing on the Jubilarians:

continued on page seven
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Live with the memories. Learn from experiences.
Let go of grievances. Resolve differences.
Live in the sight of God, in the way of God.
Be strong.
God has seen you through good times and bad.
God will bless your future as God has held your past.
God go with you.
by Marjorie Dobson

Like every Jubilee, it is a time of thanksgiving to God for walking
with us along life’s journey, embracing all.

(L'to r) In the front row
are Jubilarians Sr. Marie
Lefevre, Sr. Helen
Sikorski, Sr. Blanche
Plante and Sr. Rowena
Lucius and in the back

are the Leadership Team,

Sr. Dorothy Cooper, Sr.
Ella Christian and Sr.
June Ketterer

(L to r) Jubilarians Sr. Marie
Lefevre and Sr. Helen Sikorski

Celebrating her 99th birthday this year
is Jubilarian Sr. Blanche Plante

Sr. June Ketterer Receives Award... Sr. June celebrated her
74th birthday this year with 700 guests of the 2009 Catholic
Health Assembly at the Association Awards Ceremony held on
June 7 in New Orleans where she received the “Sister Concilia
Moran Award.” This award is presented annually “to recognize
visionary leaders, drawing attention to their innovative ideas,
unique projects, or outstanding achievements in Catholic health
care.” Sr. June was honored for her visionary leadership in pro-
moting new forms of sponsorship and lay leadership in Catholic

SotpArITY IN COMMUNITY

health care, specifically, guiding the Grey Nuns Health Care
System (now Covenant Health Systems) through major changes
while preserving its Catholic mission. According to Sr. June, the
purpose and focus of these changes for the Grey Nuns was to
maintain the spirit of St. Marguerite d'Youville, their Foundress,
and to keep “the healing love of Jesus alive in the ministry of
Covenant Health Systems.” Congratulations to Sr. June who
deservedly received this award for being a compassionate change
agent with foresight, courage and conviction within the Grey
Nuns Congregation and within Catholic health care.

Presenting the “Sister Concilia Moran Award” to Sr. June were Lloyd H.
Dean, outgoing Chairperson of the CHA Board of Trustees, and M.
Colleen Scanlon, Chairperson-Elect.

News from Neighbors Who Care

Barbershop Quartet Brunch... On March 28, Neighbors Who Care
held their 4th annual musical brunch at the Chateau Restaurant
in Waltham, MA. “Chordially Yours,” a barbershop quartet, enter-
tained everyone with many familiar songs while they circled the
room, stopping to sing at many of the tables. The event was a
financial success as well thanks to the generous sponsors and
many exciting raffle items donated by loyal friends of Neighbors
Who Care.

Long-time Waltham residents, Joe and Jean
Salvucci, share a table with Mayor Jeannette
McCarthy (on right).

continued on page eight
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St. Marguerite d’Youville Center for Spirituality, \_—__———‘

LU ED AL 2T October 16 Feast of St. Marguerite d"Youville, Eucharistic

Celebration 7pm followed by Reception, Youville Place,
For information on upcoming and ongoing events, Lexington, MA

please contact Sr. Gladys Marhefka at November 22 Sr. Yvonne Viens Memorial Lecture featuring

(781) 674-7406 (Day) or (781) 862-0938 (Evening). Immaculee llibagiza, survivor of the 1994 Rwandan genocide,
speaking on the “Power of Forgiveness” at the National Heritage
Museum, Lexington, MA, open to the public, for tickets call
781-893-1860

November 26 HAPPY THANKSGIVING - Vigil Eucharistic
Celebration 7pm, Youville Place

Thrift Shop Corner

Grey Nuns Thrift Shop

25 Marshall Street / Nashua, NH 03060
(603) 883-2850 | Gabrielle Brodeur, Manager December 5 Advent Day of Prayer, |0am-3:30pm, Youville Place,

Speaker: Gail O'Donnell, RSC|  All invited.
Hours of operation:
Mon. - Thurs. [0am - 3pm, Sat. 10am - Ipm

Staying Connected  fom page 7

Save the Date! On Sunday, November 22 at 2:00 p.m.
at the National Heritage Museum in Lexington, MA,
Neighbors Who Care is honored to present Immaculee
llibagiza, a survivor of the 1994 Rwandan genocide, who
will speak on the “Power of Forgiveness.” Immaculee
llibagiza and three other women survived the genocide by hiding for 91 days in a local pastor's house. She found great
solace in prayer and emerged from the experience able to forgive her persecutors. Immaculee has authored three books, one
of which is Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust. At 4:00 p.m. Sr. June Ketterer, Area Coordinator of
the St. Joseph Area of the Grey Nuns, will present Immaculee with the St. Marguerite d’Youville Humanitarian Award, which
is given to individuals or groups who best exemplify the same spirit of loving service and unselfish giving as St. Marguerite
dYouville, Foundress of the Grey Nuns, in whose honor the award is presented. Immaculee donates earnings from her books
and speaking engagements to the “Left to Tell Charitable Fund™ which assists Rwandan orphans with educational needs.
Both of Immaculee’s parents were educators, and to date, the charity has helped over 500 children.

This event is open to the public. For tickets call 781-893-1860.






